rom his father David, Solomon inherited a united nation that had conquered, or was at peace with, its
Fneighbors (I Kings 4:25). Still, Solomon had to fight his older brother Adonijah for the throne (I:5—
2:25), and he realized early that he needed God's wisdom to rule the nation. God granted him that
wisdom (3:1-15), and further showered Solomon with great wealth and prosperity. Solomon’s kingdom took
in more than 666 talents (about 25 tons) of gold per year in revenues from taxes, from merchants whose
caravans passed through Israel, and from his fleet of trading ships (10:14-22). His legendary wealth
increased as visitors, such as the Queen of Sheba, brought him gifts to seal trade agreements with him.
Solomon'’s greatest accomplishment—the construction of the temple in Jerusalem—began in the fourth
year of his 40-year reign. Its interior was lined with expensive cedar overlaid with gold, and Solomon led
the nation in offering sacrifices to the Lord at its altar (8:62).
Behind the prosperity, however, were signs of the kingdom's corruption. Solomon married the daughters
of the pagan rulers around him and then built temples for his wives to worship their gods. When Solomon
himself joined in their idolatrous worship, God's judgment came upon that glorious kingdom (11:7-13).
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“The Visit of the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon”

by Edward J. Poynter (1836-1919)
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was the ark of the covenant, which now
contained just the two stone tablets
Moses had received on Mount Sinai
(8:9).
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