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SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

1COR. 9:24 Know ye not that they
which run in arace run all, but one re-
ceiveth the prize? So run, that ye
may obtain.

25 And every man that striveth
for the mastery is temperate in ail
things. Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown; but we an in-
corruptible.

26 | therefore so run, not as un-
certainly; so fight |, not as one that
beateth the air:

27 But | keep under my body,
and bring it into subjection: lest
that by any means, when | have
preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway.

10:1 Moreover, brethren, | would
not that ye should be ignorant, how
that all our fathers were under the
cloud, and all passed through the
seg;

2 And were all baptized unto
Mo’ses in the cloud and in the sea;

3 And did all eat the same spiritu-
al meat;

4 And did all drink the same
spiritual drink: for they drank of
that spiritual Rock that followed
them: and that Rock was Christ.

5 But with many of them God was
not well pleased: for they were over-

thrown in the wilderness,

34

6 Now these things were our
examples, to the intent we should
not lust after evil things, as they
also lusted.

7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were
some of them; as it is written, The
people sat down to eat and drink,
and rose up to play.

8 Neither let us commit fornica-
tion, as some of them committed,
and fell in one day three and twen-
ty thousand.

9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as
some of them also tempted, and
were destroyed of serpents.

10 Neither murmur ye, as some
of them aiso murmured, and were
destroyed of the destroyer.

11 Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples: and they
are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are
come.

12 Wherefore let him that thin-
keth he standeth take heed lest he
fall.

13 There hath no temptation tak-
en you but such as is common to
man: but Ged is faithful, who will not
suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the tempta-
tion also make a way to escape, that
ye may he ahle to bear it

Called to Win the Race

Lesson: | Corinthians 9:24—10:13

Read: | Corinthians 9:24—10:13

TIME: a.p. 55

PLACE: Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—“Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the
prize? So run, that ye may obtain” (I Corinthians 9:24).

Lesson E;(position

At the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City,
John Stephen Akhwari, a runner from
Tanzania, finished dead last in the
marathon. Injured along the way,
Akhwari hobbled into the nearly empty
stadium an hour after the last runner
had crossed the finish line.

The official filmmaker for the games,
Bud Greenspan, asked the athlete why
he had put himself through so much
pain to finish the race. Akhwari replied,
“My country did not send me 5000
miles to start the race. They sentme to
finish it!” (Roper, Ouf of the Ordinary,
Discovery House).

When we trusted in Christ, we began
the Christian race. Like the African run-
ner, we entered the race not merely to
begin it but to finish it! The Christian life
is not a quick sprint but a long-dis-
tance marathon.

PRIZE PURSUED—I Cor. 9:24-27

Eternal reward (| Cor. 9:24-25),
Corinthians would have heen familiar
with both the ancient Olympic and Isth-
mian games that occurred in Greece.
Paul used illustrations from athletics to
press home his point. Although the an-
cient Greek games had few events com-
pared io ihe modern Giympics, races
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were always prominent. As in all races,
there is only.one runner who receives the
biue ribbon or the goid medai.

All those entering the Christian race
should strive to cross the finish line. A
similar thought is found in Philippians
3:14.

As in modern sports, ancient athletes
had to be “temperate” {| Cor, 9:25), or
self-controlled, in order to prepare for
their chosen event. Those unwilling to
enter such strict training would prove
unsuccessful.

The ancient athlete was willing to
commit to such self-discipline for a
mere ear‘thly reward. The winner was
awarded a simple wieath-crown that
would quickly fade. Even the goid
medal of the modern Olympics will
eventuaily be burned up (i Pet. 3:10).

As Christians, we are running a race
to receive an “incorruptible” crown
(I Cor. 9:25). As saints, our calling is to
“an inheritance incorruptible, and un-
defiled, and that fadeth not away, re-
served in heaven for you” (I Pet. 1:4).

Earthly restraint (I Cor. 9:26-27).

Ligina himaalf ag an axamnla Paul gaid
wSING NIMSET as an exampre, ~alt saic

that he was not like a man running aim-
lessly. He sought to stay on course (cf.
i Tim. 4:7).
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