Called to Help the Weak

Lesson: | Corinthians 8:1-13

Read: | Corinthians 8:1-13

TIME: A.D. 55

PLACE: Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—"Meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the bet-
ter; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. But take heed lest by any means this liber-
ty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak” (I Gorinthians 8:8-9).

Lesson "Ey’qjosition

WHAT ABOUT MEAT SACRIFIGED
TO IDOLS?—I Cor. 8:1-6

People in the Corinthian church saw
meat offered to idols on a regular ba-
sis. A small portion may have been
burned during the sacrifice. but much
of the meat became available for sale.
Should Christians buy this meat?
Should they attend parties where they
knew it would be served? If they went
to dinner at a neighbor’s house, should
they ask where their host bought the
meat? This was a dividing issue within
the church.

Knowiedge pufis up {i Cor. 8:1-2j.
Every Christian knew mentally that
idols had not changed the meat’s
contents. Eating it did not harm a per-
son.

Some people had taken part in
those sacrifices most of their lives,
however, and had just recently
placed their trust in Christ. Memories
of their former lives flooded their
minds, and they felt guilty when they
ate the meat.

The ones who based their decision
on knowledge might have felt superior,
thinking how ignorant those who re-
fused to eat the meat were. Paul re-
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minded them that knowiedge couid
cause pride, while exercising love
could build up and encourage others in
the faith.

Through Paul, God cautioned the
people that if anyone feels superior to
others because of this knowledge of
spiritual truths, he has no understand-
ing of God.

“Love and knowledge must go to-
gether; ‘speaking the truth in love’
(Eph. 4:15). It has been well said,
‘Truth without love is brutality, but

love without truth Is hypocrisy™
Mliarsha The Rible Exnosition

{Wiersbe, The Bible Expo
mentary, Victor),

Though we face different issues
today, the principle is the same. We
must not judge other pecple’s spiri-
tual standing by whether they follow
standards we have set. Instead of an
attitude of judgment and superiority,
let us show an attitude of love and
humility. Let us seek to encourage
one another in the faith, building up
rather than tearing down other peo-
ple.

“And this | pray, that your love may
abound yet more and more in knowl=
edge and in all judgment; that ye may

approve things that are excellent; that
ye may be sincere and without offence
till the day of Christ” (Phil. 1:9-10).

True knowledge and love come
from God (I Cor. 8:3). It is more impor-
tant to know God than to know about
God.

“Beloved, let us love one another: for
love is of God; and every one that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God. He that loveth not knoweth not
God; for God is love” (| John 4:7-8).

Idols are nothing (I Cor. 8:4-5). Paul
had gone straight to the deeper issue.
The Corinthians wanted him to say
which faction was right. Instead, he at-
tacked nrldn and Dnr‘nuraﬂed love, In
verses 4 5, he addressed the question
directly.

OLad ~Arantad
God created humans, ar

did not have the power to create God
Though they sha ed idols from metals
d, the idols had nei-
ther life nor spiritual value. Even If the
powers of Satan stood behind the
idois, this power was nothing com-
pared to the true and living God.

By their actions, the Corinthian pa-
gans tried to manipulate the gods they
had created into providing what they
wanted. They sacrificed to appease
their gods, but they made up their own
rules for offering sacrifices. They kept
the best meat for themselves and sold
it for profit.

Many people tried to become lords,
usurping the authority that belongs
only to the one Triune God: Father of
the universe, the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the Holy Spirit.

The Creator God had told the Is-
raelites to bring sacrifices as He direct-

ed. Each sacrifice pointed to the Mes-

siah Jesus. When the people obeyed,
they revealed their faith.

LE'[ us Examlﬁ@ L(IE mOLIVUb UCI IIHU our
actions. Do we try to manipulate God
into giving us what we want, or do we
worship and serve God because of faith?

Home Study

There is one God (I Cor. 8:6). We
know the Triune God exists eternally
and is the source. “In the beginning
God created the heaven and the

earth. . .. And the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters” (Gen.
1:1-2).

By the Word—the expression of the
Godhead, the preincarnate Jesus—all
things came into being (cf. John 1:1-
14; Col. 1:1-19). Idols made by hu-
mans could never compare to our infi-
nite God.

WHAT ARBOIUIT THOSE WHO

WER RIS e e n e Ve

BELIEVE DIFFERENTLY?—
1Cor, 8:7-10

Some were uniearned {i Cor, 8:7-
8). Some in the Corinthian church were
spiritual babies. They had just been
born into God’s kingdom. it is interest-
ing that about six years earlier, the Je-
rusalem church had given new Gentile
believers some guidelines (cf. Acts
15:28-29). Gentile believers did not
have to obey all the laws Moses had
given the Israelites. The law was for a
certain people for a certain time. Jesus
came to fulfill the law (cf. Matt. 5:17).

God no longer required blood sacri-
fices offered by priests. In Acts, Paul
had said the Gentiles would do well to
abstain from meats offered to idols.
Paul knew their salvation did not de-
pend on whether they ate the meat or
not.

Living under grace offers liberty, but
it does not free us from exercising love.
God has given humans a rational ca-
pacity. Our conscience cannot be
trusted, however, because it has been
marred by sin. These Gentiles had
grown up in a culture where meat sac-
rificed to idols was part of their pagan
worship. It might be better for them to
turn away from all of their former prac-
tices until God renewed thel
and they matured.

If the weaker Christians felt it was
wrong and did it anyway, it wouid de-
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