LESSON 6

9 JULY 2006

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

edge puffeth up, but charlty edlﬂeth

2 HI'IU it any man think thai he
knoweth any thing, he knoweth
nothing yet as he ought to know.

3 But if any man love God, the
same is known of him.

4 As concerning therefore the
eating of those things that are of-
fered in sacrifice unto idols, we
know that an idol js nothing in the
world, and that there is none other
God but one.

2 Car thaiiah thava
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called gods, whether in heaven or in
earth, (as there be gods many, and
lords many,)

6 Butto us thereis but one God,
the Father, of whom are all things,
and we in him; and one Lord
Je'sus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him.

7 Howbeit there is not in every
man that knowledge: for some with
conecienca of the idaol unto this hour
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eat it as a thing offere

and thair congoiaonca
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defiled.

8 But meat commendeth us not
io L'IOD for ﬂellﬂéﬁ i we EdI, are
we the better; neither, if we eat not,
are we the worse.

9 Buttake heed lest by any means
this liberty of yours become a stum-
blingblock to them that are weak.

10 For if any man see thee
which hast knowledge sit at meat
in the idol’'s temple; shall not the
conscience of him which is weak
be emboldened to eat those things

wihinh ara nifarad tn idale:
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11 And through thy knowledge
shall the weak brother perish, for
whom Christ died?

12 But when ye sin so against
the brethren, and wound their
weak conscience, ye sin against
Christ.

18 Wherefore, if meat make my
brother to offend, | will eat no flesh
while the world standeth, lest | make
my brather to offend.
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Called to Help the Weak

Lesson: | Corinthians 8:1-13

Read: | Corinthians 8:1-13

TIME: A.D. 55

PLACE: Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—*Meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the bet-
ter; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. But take heed lest by any means this liber-
ty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak” (| Corinthians 8:8-9).

ANALYZING

We must say it clearly: Jesus sets us
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Heo i ieyaisii. |h|a is a Yical
Christian truth; vet as is so often the
case, this truth must be balanced by
another: Freedom in Christ does not
give us permission to do anything we
want, especially if our actions trample
on the rights and convictions of others.

Some of the Corinthians, pleased
that they were free in Christ, seem to
have forgotten that with freedom
comes responsibility. Paul was con-
cerned that the selfishness of some of
his readers was causing them to be-
have in ways that were harming the
spiritual health of others in the church.
The Corinthians often seem to have
been more selfish than saintly.

1. Food sacrificed to idols (I Cor.
8:1-8). As he did in chapter 7, Paul
was responding in chapter 8 to ques-
tions from the Corinthians. This time
the subject dealt with food offered to
idols. Because of the prevalence of
idolatry in Corinth, much of the food

enld in the marketnlaces was left
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over from sacrifices made to pagan
deities. Some Christians refused to

eat this food because UL Il::u associa-
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tion with heathen worship.

Other believers, however, did not
see any problem in consuming the
food. Paul affirmed that these believ-
ars did haye accurata “l(nnwlarinn"
(vs. 1) about the idols; however
merely having a precise grasp of the
facts could Iead to an arrogant atti-
tude of superiority. In contrast, the
unconditional love of Christ seeks to
build up believers in the faith.

It is relatively easy to claim that we
know all sorts of things; however,
those making such assertions
demonstrate that they do not yet have
the right kind of knowledge. Tragical-
ly, their pride keeps them from help-
ing others. Those who genuinely love
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cern for others—are known by Him
and experience His care.

in terms of the Corinthians, then,
just possessing knowledge about
idols did not solve the problem of
whether or not to eat such food. The
apostle implied that no matter what we
might think, we should not be quick to
assume a claim to fully comprehend
such a matter. Those who combine
their knowledge with love for God
show that they really belong to Him.

In | Cerinthians 8 4, Paul acknowl-
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edged the truth of what may have
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