Called to Help the Weak

Lesson: | Corinthians 8:1-13

Read: | Corinthians 8:1-13

TIME: A.p. 65

PLACE: Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—“Meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the bet-
ter; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. But take heed lest by any means this liber-
ty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak” (I Corinthians 8:8-8).

Studying the Text

Because of the many temples and
shrines at Corinth, it is no wonder that
Paul’s readers had questions regard-
ing food sacrificed to idols. Sharing
meals in places asscciated with idols
was an accepted and popular practice,
and food that had been offered to idols
was served ihere. These gatherings
were a part of the social etiquette of
the day, and to avoid them would es-
sentially cut one off from friends and
neighbors.

After a sacrifice, portions of the food
remained for the one making the offer-
ing. If the sacrifice was public, the left-
over meat might be sold to the markets
for resale. Thus even when Christians
bought food in a shop, they could not
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idol. If believers were invited to a
friend’s house for a meal, they would
not know whether the food was left
over from the host’s own sacrifice.

Believers thus had three guestions:
(1) Should they eat food offered to a
false god in a heathen feast? (2)
Should they buy and eat food offered
to an idol? (3) When invited to the
home of a friend, should they eat food
that had been offered to idols?
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FOOD SACRIFICED TO IDOLS —
I Cor. 8:1-B

Love versus knowledge (I Cor. 8:1-
3). Before answering any questions,
Paul set some parametsrs for his i
structions. Perhaps quoting a Corinthi-
an slogan, the apostle said, “We all
have knowiedge.” His readers proba-
bly believed that because they had the
knowledge, they were free to do such
things as eat food sacrificed to idals.

Paul agreed that the Corinthians had
a wealth of information about life;
nonetheless, he believed that the basis
for determining one’s behavior should
primarily be love, not knowledge. The
apostle contrasted the two by noting
that while knowledge can make one
arrogant, love strengthens and nur-
tures the body of Christ. By loving each
other and understanding each other's
point of view, believers help build each
other up in the faith,

After emphasizing the importance of
love, Paul deemphasized the impor=
tance of supposed knowledge. He not-
ed that a person’s claim to be in the
know is in fact proof that the person
does not have the proper sort of knowl-
edge. Ironically, understanding begins
when we recognize that we are not as

knowledgeable as we would like to be.

The apostle implied that the right
kind of knowledge is defined in terms
of being in a relationship with God, not
acquiring and retaining data—even re-
ligious teaching. When people go be-
yond knowing facts about God to
knowing and loving Him personally,
they show that they are known and
loved by God as well.

Many people today still place more
emphasis on knowing things about
God than on knowing and loving Him.
However, our true knowledge of the
Lord is best demonstrated when we
show Him how much we love Him and
when we show compassion, under-
standing, and love toward others.

Paul’s criticism in | Corinthians 8:1-3
should not be taken to mean that be-
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The people of ancient Greece, including
Corinth, placed a high value on philos-
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ings of superiority on the part of those
who obtained specialized informaticn.

The problem in Corinth was not that
some believers correctly understood the
truth about idols but what they did with
their knowledge. Like the unbelievers
around them, they prided themselves on
their superior intellect and ignored oth-
ers’ interests, They did not appreciate
the limits of human knowledge and the
place of love in the Christian life.

One God, Creator, and Lord (I Cor.
8:4-6). |dolatry permeated Corinthian
society. Pagan mythology provided
people with a way of looking at the
world. Business and entertainment of-
ten took place with the supposed
blessings of the gods. Paul pointed out
that the idols were nothing more than
man-made objects that represented
no real existence or power. The apos-
tle later stated that demons were be-
hind the people’s idolatry (10:20). In
essence, demons encouraged people
to set up idols—though the idols them-
gelves wera lifelegs—to digtract them

Senior High Bible Teacher

from worshiping the one true God (8:4).
Some have suggested that the state-
ments “an idol is nothing” and “there is
none other God but one” (vs. 4) were
actually slogans the Corinthians used.
If so, Paul was spotlighting how his
readers had misused the truths behind
these sayings. For example, while pa-
gan deities did not really exist, many
people believed that they existed. Peo-
ple worshiped all sorts of “gods” (vs. 5)
and “lords,” some of which they vener-
ated as objects they could see and
some of which they believed to exist in
heaven (cf. Deut. 10:17; Ps. 136:2-3).
Christians, however, knew the truth
that there is only one real God and one
ultimate |ord |'| Cor. 86; cf. Deut, 8:4;
Isa. 45:5). Paul further descnbed God as

the Father, the source of all Creation,
and the Lord ag Jesue (‘hﬂd throw mh
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whom all creation came into exlstence
In addition, the apostle noted that the
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power to live for the Father fromthe Son.

Consumption of food versus spir-
ituaiity {i Cor. 8:7-8). Aithough many
former idol worshipers had become
Christians, Paul said that not all of
them understood—at least on an emo-
tional level —that the idols had no real
existence. To these believers, eating
food that had been offered to idols was
equivalent to idolatry. Thus, by con-
suming such food, they would defile
their moral consciences. In short, they
would see themselves as sinning.

Some have suggested that part or all
of | Corinthians 8:8 records another
slogan used by the Corinthians. As be-
fore, Paul agreed that there was noth-
ing inherently wrong with eating food
that had been offered to idols. He also
affirmed that food consumption did
not profit one’s relationship with God.

The impact of food on a persen’s spir-
ituality was not the main issue being ad-
dressed by the apostle, however. Paul S
concern was for the effect that one be-
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