LESSON 6

O oAy rryrerIn

SCRIPTURE L

1

1 COR, 8:1 Now as touching
things offered unto idols, we know
that we all have knowledge. Knowl-
edge puffeth up, but charity edifisth,

2 And if any man think that he
knoweth any thing, he knoweth
nothing yet as he ought to know.

3 But if any man love God, the
same is known of him.

4 As concerning therefore the
eating of those things that are of-
fared in sacrifice unto idols, we
know that an idol is nothing in the
world, and that there is none other

£od b
God but cne.

5 For though there be that are
called gods, whether in heaven or in
earth, (as there be gods many, and
lords many,)

6 Butto us there is but one God,
the Father, of whom are ail things,
and we in him; and one Lord
Je'sus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him.

7 Howbeit there is not in every
man that knowledge: for some with
conscience of the idol unto this hour
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eat it as a thing offered unto an idol;
and their conscience being weak is
defiled.

8 But meat commendeth us not
to God: for neither, if we eat, are
we the better; neither, if we eatnot,
are we the worse.

9 Buttake heed lest by any means
this liberty of yours become a stum-
blingblock to them that are weak.

10 For if any man see thee
which hast knowledge sit at meat
in the idol’s temple, shall not the
conscience of him which is weak
be emboldened to eat those things
which are offered to idols;

11 And through thy knowledge
shall the weak brother perish, for
whom Christ died?

12 But when ye sin so against
the brethren, and wound their
weak conscience, ye sin against
Christ.

13 Wherefore, if meat make my
brother to offend, | will eat no flesh
while the world standeth, lest | make
my brother to offend.

Called to Help the Weak

Lesson: | Corinthians 8:1-13

Read: | Corinthians 8:1-13

TIME: A.D. 55

PLAGE: Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT —“Meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the bet-

ter; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.

But take heed lest by any means this liber-

ty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak” (I Corinthians 8:8-9).

Lesson fxposition

When we think of idols or images,
the first thing that comes to mind may
be grotesque pictures or statues ven-
erated by primitive societies. We may
have seen them in a film or 2 display of
objects at a missionary convention. It
seems amazing to us that anyone
wouid love, fear, of worship them.

What we may overlook are the idols
in our own culture. Anyone or anything
that is allowed to displace the Lord in
our affections could fall within this cat-
egory. We have to guard against sub-
scribing to this ourselves or doing any
thing to promote it in others.

LIMITED KNOWLEDGE—
| Cor. 8:1-3

One of the problems Paul had to
confront among the believers in the
Corinthian church was that of spiritual
arrogance. This focused on the deli-
cate matter of mature Christians look-
ing with condescension on new con-
yerts from paganism who still felt
intimidated by idolatry.

Mature believers had become
puffed up by their knowledge of the lib-
erty they had in Christ. It freed them
from being concerned about meat

from animai sacrifices made in idol
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temples and then eaten by participants
or onlookers afterward. Paul wanted
their arrogance or insensitivity to be re-
placed by the love designed to edify or
build up the new converts. Loving God
would lead to loving other people, and
that would receive God's approval.

Do you ever catch yourself looking
down on sinners who lack the biblical
and spiritual knowledge that you pos-
sess? We must remember that but for
the grace of God, we would be just like
them. We need to love them, and we
need to love new converts in Christ
who may be struggling with past at-
tachments and temptations.

DISCERNING KNOWLEDGE —
| Cor. 8:4-6

Paul was well aware of the fact that
eating meat first offered to pagan idols
held no significance for mature believ-
ers. They knew that an idol or the god
or goddess it represented had no real
identity. The many gods and goddess-
es of the pagan world in the first cen-
tury were the products of man’s imag-
ination. Christians knew there is only
one God the Father and one Lord Je-
sus Christ, Creator of all things.

1t was wonderful that they had this
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