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things offered unto idols, we know
that we all have knowledge. Knowl-
edge puffeth up, but charity edifietf.

2 And if any man think that he
knoweth any thing, he knoweth
nothing yet as he ought to know.

3 But if any man love God, the
same is known of him.

4 As concerning therefore the
eating of those things that are of-
fered in sacrifice unto idols, we
know that an idol is nothing in the
world, and that there is none other
God but one.

5 For though there be that are
called gods, whether in heaven or in
earth, (as there be gods many, and
lords many,)

6 Butto us there is but one God,
the Father, of whom are all things,
and we in him; and one Lord
Je’sus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him.

7 Howbeit there is not in every

man that knowledge: for some with

conscience of the idol unto this hour
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eat it as a thing offered unto an idol;

and their conscience being weak is
defiled.

o .
8 Butmeat commendesth us not

to God: for neither, if we eat, are
we the better; neither, if we eat not,
are we the worse.

9 But take heed lest by any means
this liberty of yours become a stum-
blingblock to them that are weak.

10 For if any man see thee
which hast knowledge sit at meat
in the idol’s temple, shall not the
conscience of him which is weak
be emholdened to eat those things
which are offered to idols;

11 And through thy knowledge
shall the weak brother perish, for
whom Christ died?

12 But when ye sin so against
the brethren, and wound their
weak conscience, ye sin against
Christ.

13 Wherefore, if meat make my
brother to offend, | will eat no flesh
while the world standeth, lest | make
my brother to offend.

Called to Help the Weak

Lesson: | Corinthians 8:1-13

Read: | Corinthians 8:1-13

TIME: A.D. 55

PLACE: Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—“Meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the bet-
ter; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. But take heed lest by any means this liber-
ty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak” (I Corinthians 8:8-9).
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The Apostle Paul was grateful for the
liberties he enjoyed in Christ, but he
did not want to use them to anyone’s
detriment. He wrote, “All things are
lawful unto me, but all things are not
expedient” (| Cor. 6:12; cf. 10:23). In
other words, he felt that there were
permissible things that might not nec-
essarily be beneficial or edifying to oth-
ers who were weaker in the faith. This
lesson shows how we sometimes may
need to relinquish our Christian liberty
out of a love for immature believers
and a desire to see them grow
stronger.

LIMITED KNOWLEDGE—
I Cor. 8:1-3

Arrogance {} Cor. 8:1-2). Paul lived
in the midst of a pagan culture devot-
ed largely to idolatry. Sacrifices were
made to idols of wood, stone, and
metal. Some might claim that these
objects were merely representations of
unseen gods and goddesses, the tiue
receivers of their worship, but that also
was futile, as we shall see in studying
verses 5-6.

The point Paul was making in the
first two verses of our text was that the
knowledge mature believers had re-
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garding the falseness of idols caused
some to become puffed up, or spiritu-
ally arrogant, when comparing them-
selves with weaker believers. Paul said
that this atiitude had o be countered
by a love that edified, or built up, the
weaker ones and moved them toward
spirituai maturity. Anyone thinking dif-
ferently was not as wise as he should
have been.

Arrangement {| Cor. 8:3). Having al-
ready mentioned charity (love), Paul
made the brief statement that anyone
who loves God is known by God. This
is an arrangement every believer
should want.

The Apostle John wrote, “He that
loveth not knoweth not God; for God is
love” (I John 4:8). Knowing God re-
quires attuning one’s thoughts to His
and having the same feelings of love
toward others that He has. This forms
the basis for what Paul wanted to say
regarding how to deal with weaker be-
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DISCERNING KNOWLEDGE—
1Cor, B:4-8

Dismissal (| Cor. 8:4). Meat from
sacrificial animals offered up to pagan
gods was often sold in the market-
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